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Who Is CCADV?
The Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic Violence (CCADV) is the state’s leading voice for victims of domestic
violence and those agencies who serve them. Founded in 1979, CCADV is a membership organization of 18
domestic violence agencies that provide critical support to keep victims safe 24 hours per day, wherever they live
in our state. To that end, CCADV works at a state and national level to create and implement policy changes
that strengthen Connecticut’s response to domestic violence. We collaborate closely with a number of community,
government and business leaders to ensure a systematic and comprehensive approach to victim services and
offender accountability. As the only statewide organization representing the 18 domestic violence agencies in
Connecticut, we work stridently to build membership capacity through comprehensive training and technical
assistance. Through an immediate response, like our statewide hotline, we aim to protect and improve the lives
of victims. Whether seeking safety through shelter, assistance with court proceedings, or counseling, our member
agencies work tirelessly to meet the needs of victims. If you know someone who needs our help, please call our
statewide domestic violence hotline at 888-774-2900 to be connected to your local domestic violence agency.
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2nd ANNUAL
WOMEN’S POLICY DAY
Over 100 people participated in the 2nd Annual Women’s Policy Day held on November 27th at the Legislative
Office Building in Hartford. The focus of the initiative is to inform and motivate women to engage in the legislative
process and acquire the tools to understand and articulate policy change.
Participants were greeted by Lieutenant Governor Nancy Wyman and
Secretary of the State Denise Merrill. Both women spoke about their
path to elected office, which grew out of a passion to solve problems
at a local level that were impacting their children. They noted the
importance of women getting involved in policy and speaking up
about the issues that matter most to them.
The day also included remarks from Connecticut’s Healthcare
Advocate, Vicki Veltri, regarding the federal Affordable Care Act
(ACA) and its impact on women’s health. The ACA, parts of which
have already been implemented in CT, goes into effect on January 1,
2014. One major change to health policy
Lieutenant Governor Nancy Wyman
included in the ACA is the prohibition of
offers welcoming remarks.
gender rating, which currently allows insurers to charge women a higher premium simply for being female. Click HERE to read
Ms. Veltri’s presentation.
Women’s Policy Day also included a panel of female legislators including State Senators
Terry Gerratana and Toni Boucher, as well as State Representatives Penny Bacchiochi,
Kim Fawcett and Linda Gentile. The panel was moderated by CTNewsJunkie’s
Melissa Ozols and provided participants with a chance to hear about the challenges
facing women elected to office and the pressing policy issues they believe have support
on both sides of the aisle. Panelists discussed ways in which attendees can become more
involved in the process and encouraged them to make their voices heard before the
General Assembly.
Included in the day’s activities were a “legislative basics” training and a mock public
Secretary of the State
hearing. Participants heard from veteran advocates Natasha Pierre, who serves as the
Denise Merrill
Policy & Legislative Director for the Permanent Commission on the Status of Women,
encourages women to engage
and Kim Harrison, who owns a government relations firm and lobbies on several social
in the political process.
justice issues including domestic violence. The training provided an overview of how the
CT General Assembly works and provided tips for testifying and reaching out to legislators. Both activities left the
audience strategically positioned to be effective change leaders on the issues that matter most to them.
The event was co-sponsored by CCADV, CT Permanent Commission on the Status of Women, CT Sexual Assault
Crisis Services, General Federation of Women’s Clubs of CT, Junior League of Hartford and CT Women’s Education
and Legal Fund.

Save the Date

Thank you to event sponsor:

Spring Gathering to Benefit CCADV
Wednesday, March 27th
5:30pm - 7:30pm
Hosted by CT Attorney General George Jepsen and Diana Jepsen
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Victims and
Advocates Lose a
Champion

Judge Lawrence L. Hauser
12/16/42 - 11/20/12

This past November domestic
violence victims and advocates lost
a true champion after the passing of
Judge Lawrence L. Hauser. Judge
Hauser, who presided over both
family and criminal court cases during his time on the bench beginning
in 1985, spearheaded the creation of
the state’s first dedicated domestic
violence docket.
Often cited as one of his proudest
accomplishments, the domestic violence docket in Bridgeport changed
the way courts respond to domestic
violence and became a model for
other courts across the state. Looking to improve victim protections
and increase offender accountability,
Judge Hauser created a system that
ensured continuity during prosecution by maintaining the same judge,
prosecutor, bail commissioner and
victim advocate throughout the case.
Advocates recall Judge Hauser as
a compassionate judge committed
to fairness and ensuring the wellbeing of victims. His advocacy and
dedication will be truly missed.
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CCADV Partners
with CT Division of
Criminal Justice
This past fall CCADV and the CT Division of Criminal Justice began holding quarterly roundtables with state prosecutors and domestic violence
victim advocates. Intended to enhance communication and teamwork, the
roundtables will provide an opportunity for participants to further understand each other’s roles in responding to domestic violence.
Recognizing that strong collaboration must exist between prosecutors and victim advocates to ensure a comprehensive response to
domestic violence, CCADV reached
out to the Chief State’s Attorney’s
Office to establish this critical partnership. The roundtables will allow
participants to identify best practices that will improve outcomes
for victims and increase offender
accountability. Joint recommendations for stronger policies will be
submitted to the Chief State’s Attorney in the spring.
As part of this joint effort, CCADV also hosted training for prosecutors
and Family Violence Victim Advocate (FVVA) Supervisors in January.
The Chief State’s Attorney’s Office is invested in increasing the capacity
of prosecutors to more effectively handle domestic violence cases while
balancing victim safety and offender accountability. The training also
sought to enhance the ability of FVVAs to advocate for victims in the court
system.
Michelle Kaminsky, author and Bureau Chief, Domestic Violence Bureau, Kings County New York District Attorney’s Office, presented on the
legal dilemmas that domestic violence victims face in the criminal justice
system. Providing first-hand knowledge gained through twenty years of
experience, Ms. Kaminsky discussed the challenges of prosecuting domestic violence cases and offered possible prosecutorial strategies for successful convictions. She also stressed the importance of prosecutors and victim
advocates building working relationships and offered
tips to FVVAs regarding what information is helpful to
provide to prosecutors that will neither violate victim
confidentiality, nor jeopardize victim safety.
Ms. Kaminsky currently serves as the Deputy Bureau
Chief of the Kings County D.A.’s Domestic Violence
Bureau. Her book, Reflections of a Domestic Violence
Prosecutor: Suggestions for Reform, offers commonsense changes for the criminal justice system that
will improve outcomes for victims. The book is available at www.createspace.com/4004940.

Capitol News
CCADV Announces 2013 Policy Priorities
With the state facing another difficult biennial budget for fiscal years 2014-15 (each year is expected to see a deficit
greater than $1 billion) CCADV will look to continue our efforts to strengthen the state’s response to domestic
violence while working to avoid any cuts to an already lean service system. We will work towards increased offender
accountability through improvements to restraining orders and batterer intervention programs. The Coalition will
also continue to seek enhancements to our services ensuring that they meet the needs of a diverse group of victims
in a culturally-specific manner.
STATE
Strengthening Restraining Orders
• Current state law governing civil restraining orders [§ 46b-15(b)] does not specifically address financial orders.
The law should be strengthened to specifically address the inclusion of financial remedies for victims (e.g.: child
support, rent/mortgage payments, damage to essential property such as a motor vehicle, utility maintenance,
unreimbursed medical costs, etc.) when appropriate to ensure the continued safety of the victim. All other New
England states specifically address financial remedies for victims as part of the restraining order process.
Statewide Spanish Hotline
• Allocate funding to enhance the current statewide, toll-free domestic violence hotline to increase accessibility to
culturally-specific information for victims in Spanish-speaking communities with no or limited English
proficiency.
Family Violence Education Program (FVEP)
• The Family Violence Education Program (FVEP) is a brief program that provides basic information about family
violence and is intended for first time offenders. Current language [§ 46b-38c(h)] allows individuals who have
been arrested for family violence multiple times to use FVEP. Program criteria should be strengthened to ensure
that only those individuals facing their first arrest have access to this program and that automatic sanctions
take effect for offenders who do not satisfactorily complete the program.
Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA)
• Allocate adequate funding that keeps pace with the rising cost of providing services that nonprofits, including
domestic violence agencies, face as they contract with the state to provide health and human services on its behalf.
FEDERAL
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA)
• Support reauthorization of VAWA which provides critical funding and tools for combating domestic violence in
Connecticut. Reauthorization should expand protections to undocumented immigrants, gays and lesbians, and
Native Americans.

VAWA Reauthorization Reintroduced
U.S. Senators Leahy (D-VT) and Crapo (R-ID) have reintroduced bipartisan
legislation to reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), which
expired in 2011. This legislation, S. 47, closely mirrors their bipartisan bill
that passed the Senate with a 68-31 margin last spring. U.S. Representatives
Moore (D-WI) and Conyers (D-MI) have introduced a companion bill, H.R. 11,
in the House. Reauthorization provides the opportunity to strengthen and
expand VAWA’s protections to Native Americans, immigrants and gays and
lesbians.
U.S. Senators Murphy and Blumenthal have signed on as co-sponsors of
S. 47. We encourage you thank Senators Murphy and Blumenthal for their
ongoing support.
Read on page 6 about the efforts of CCADV member, Women’s Center, on the VAWA Day of Action this past
November.
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Your Voice Counts
National Campaign Aimed at Engaging Men

The Verizon Foundation, which sponsors CCADV’s First 100 initiative, recently launched a national campaign
aimed at engaging men to speak up against domestic violence. Your Voice Counts is a collaboration between the
Verizon Foundation, NFL sportscaster James Brown, A CALL TO MEN, the Joyful Heart Foundation and NO
MORE. Noting the important role that men play in the fight against domestic violence, the campaign encourages
everyone to speak up about this preventable public health issue.
Your Voice Counts offers five ways for men to speak up against domestic violence (these tips can be found at
www.verizonfoundation.org/yourvoicecounts):
Call 911. Be a bridge to help and safety.
If you suspect domestic violence (or any other crime) is happening, don’t think of it as a “private matter”
or simply “none of your business.” Get involved. (Here in Connecticut, you can also direct someone to our
statewide, toll-free, confidential hotline at 888.774.2900, where they can be connected to their local domestic
violence services agency.)
Be vocal against disrespectful behaviors and language. Hold men accountable for their speech and
conduct.
If we witness disrespectful behavior or language and don’t speak out against it, we are part of the problem.
Speak up and say something when you see others threatening violence, using disrespectful language or making
degrading jokes. Don’t indict the man as a perpetrator, but invite him to be part of the solution.
Teach our youth.
It’s never too early to teach respect and a view of a health relationship. Talk to youth in your life about what
it means to be a respectful man and to value women and girls. Educate your sons that violence and abuse is
wrong.
Ask women about their experiences.
Any woman or girl subjected to abusive behavior or degrading language is someone’s daughter, friend or
colleague. She’s probably someone’s sister, partner or mother. It’s the same for any man or boy subjected to
abuse. Think about those in your life. How would you feel if you witnessed them being abused or disrespected?
Ask your family and friends about their life experiences. You might be surprised what you hear.
Get Help. If you have experienced domestic violence or other abuse, know that your voice counts
too.
If you have experienced domestic violence or other abuse, know that you are not alone and that there are
resources for you. As you work to prevent domestic violence, please know that your healing and wellness are a
priority as well. To learn more about resources available to you, please visit www.thehotline.org.
Goals of the campaign include promoting health relationships and changing attitudes. The campaign seeks to
utilize the teachable moments that can be found in everyday conversations. This can include opportunities to start
a dialogue with your friend, child, co-worker, a coach or team member, a survivor or a bystander. While these
conversations can sometimes be challenging, they are critical to altering the societal norms that perpetuate the cycle
of abuse.
Learn more at www.verizonfoundation.org/yourvoicecounts, www.nomore.org, www.acalltomen.org, or
www.joyfulheartfoundation.org.

Watch NFL sportscaster James Brown’s
public service announcement - Your Voice
Counts: Be Part of the Solution.
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Member Spotlight on...
Women’s Center
VAWA Day of Action
By Melanie Danyliw, Director, Training, Program Development & Volunteer Services
and
Nicole Sabel, Program Manager of Counseling & Advocacy Services
“To serve” are pivotal words in the Women’s Center mission statement. From the trenches, this phrase is most instinctually associated with 24/7 provision of direct services - be it counseling, advocacy, sheltering or education. We
play many roles for many people, so when a call went out for support of a national Day of Action for the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), we seized the opportunity “to serve” in a different way.
Finally, the day came - November 14th. Staff and volunteers braved the cold
weather and marched outside our building carrying signs with messages asking “Who do you love enough to stand up to violence?” and chanted “ Rape is
rape, stand up for victims, pass VAWA now!” Initially, people dribbled in, one
by one, but soon larger groups came. Some quickly signed our petition while
others stayed to learn more. People went from picking up a pen to picking
up signs and joining the march! People in cars began to reach out to sign our
“walking” petitions. While the number of participants fluctuated throughout
the event as the frigid November air and darkness settled down on us, our
message remained loud and clear. By the end of the evening, we had collected more than 100 signatures in person and received over 250 electronic
signatures in support of VAWA which we then forwarded to our representatives in Congress and the leaders in the House and Senate.
Our Day of Action impacted our staff and community in many ways. First and
foremost, our clients reported that they felt supported. Community residents were shocked and outraged that our
services were in jeopardy of losing funding. In the days following the Day of Action, the Women’s Center received a
number of calls from victims and survivors who were calling for first time services or reengaging in services.
Perhaps most importantly, the day illustrated the role of activism in empowering our own clients and advancing their movement from victim to survivor to thriver. One of the most eager participants in our VAWA event was
a client who is a survivor of child sexual assault and domestic violence.
Complicating her recovery was her autism-spectrum disability – one major
consequence being an almost insurmountable inability to engage with others even if it would benefit her own safety and healing. Yet she was one of
the most vocal of our protestors and extremely proud of her achievement
in overcoming her fears and participating in this very visible, very public
exercise. With us at her side, she took a very huge step in practicing advocating for her own rights. Significantly, by participating in this event she
was moving beyond her needs to working to meet the needs of a wider community….an extremely important marker in recovery as a survivor moves
from isolation and lack of trust in others to reengagement.
Because of the success of our Day of Action, the Women’s Center is embarking on an ongoing series of community awareness action projects.
For us, participating in the Day of Action was not just about following a
script; rather, it was about really getting involved on a level that most
of us either never face or never give ourselves the time to invest the effort. While we
address domestic violence and sexual assault everyday, it is easy to lose sight of the politics involved in its elimination…or perpetuation. Day of Action allowed this shift in focus. As such, in all of its dimensions, we look forward to
continuing “to serve.”
Photos taken by of Carol Kaliff, Danbury News Times
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The statistics are disturbing. Last year there were more than 57,000
victims of domestic abuse in Connecticut who reached out for help.
This number does not include the many who were too afraid to speak
up or did not know who to call for assistance. The demographic
of these individuals is not limited to a certain age, race, or
socioeconomic status. They are people who might look just like you,
your neighbors, or children. However, there’s one thing they all have
in common: the right to live free from fear and violence.

CCADV Kicks
Off Annual
Appeal

In December, CCADV kicked off its annual appeal, which will run through June. The recent release of fiscal year
2012 service statistics clearly demonstrates the work that lies ahead. With more than 27,000 contacts with victims
in crisis and almost 2,400 women and children seeking emergency shelter last year, the need for domestic violence
services has never been greater.
As the leading voice for domestic violence victims and those agencies that service them, CCADV continues to
advance and improve the way Connecticut responds to domestic violence. Last year through collaboration with
the CT Police Officers Standards and Training Council (POSTC), Connecticut was selected as one of ten states
nationwide to pilot the nationally recognized Lethality Assessment Program (LAP). With eight member programs
and fourteen municipalities already participating, in its first three months LAP has successfully connected 58% of
the highest risk victims to services. This year we hope to expand the program to all member agencies and include 16
additional municipalities/state police troops for a total of 30 participating law enforcement agencies.
The Coalition is also coordinating key stakeholders in the areas of domestic violence, education and public health to
develop a Statewide Prevention Plan for intimate partner violence that will be completed later this year. Through
the guidance of both the Statewide Prevention Plan and the CT Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee,
which is coordinated by CCADV, we are confident that our efforts will have a lasting impact on the state.
Like so many other organizations striving to help people, the recession has severely limited the amount of resources
available for our work. As we continue to increase public awareness and move domestic violence out of the shadows,
more victims come forward to access services. During these challenging times we are looking to individuals like you
to help us maintain the momentum we have made in improving the state’s response to domestic violence.
Through your generous donation we will be able to continue enhancing the technical assistance and training
available to our members and other community partners. These efforts will serve to augment our strong
partnerships with policymakers that allow us to create strategic policies that meet the needs of victims and increase
offender accountability. Together, we can help ensure that more and more victims are able to live a life free from
fear and violence.
You can click on the donate button to donate
online, or send a check payable to:
CCADV
912 Silas Deane Highway, Lower Level
Wethersfield, CT 06109

CCADV Training
Institute

In January, CCADV released its Winter/Spring 2013 Training Institute
catalog including classes being held between January and June. The first
half of 2013 brings another set of affordable, dynamic offerings that will
meet the needs of stakeholders with both basic and advanced skill sets.
Topics include:
•
•
•
•
•

Understanding Domestic Violence
Trafficking & Immigration
Clinical Response to Domestic Violence
Maximizing Your Fundraising Capabilities
Developing an Effective Volunteer Program

Click HERE to view our full list of trainings.
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Caller ID Spoofing
Caller ID spoofing is a technology that allows callers to deliberately misrepresent the telephone number and/or
name that appears on a person’s caller ID in an attempt to disguise their true identity. While used for a host of
fraudulent activities, caller ID spoofing is an increasingly common method used by abusers to stalk their victims.
Originally created with the intent of aiding law enforcement and private investigators in performing routine
investigations, the technology is now easily accessible to the general public and often used in a harmful manner.
To make a call with a spoofed ID, the caller dials the
spoofing service’s toll free number, enters a PIN, the
telephone number s/he wants to call and the “substitute
number” - the telephone number s/he wants displayed
on the recipient’s caller ID. Victims might see the phone
number of a friend or family member come up on their
caller ID and answer, only then realizing that the caller
is actually their abuser.
The technology has also been used by abusers facing
prosecution to falsely show that the victim has been
calling them. Abusers can call themselves through the
caller ID spoofing service and enter the victim’s phone number as the substitute number resulting in phone records
that make it appear the victim has been calling the abuser.
In 2010, President Obama signed into law the Truth in Caller ID Act of 2009. This
legislation amends the Communications Act of 1934 to make it unlawful for any person in
the United States, in connection with any telecommunications service or Internet protocol
(IP)-enabled voice service, to cause any caller identification (ID) service to transmit
misleading or inaccurate caller ID information with the intent to defraud, cause harm, or
wrongfully obtain anything of value, unless such transmission is exempted in connection
with (1) authorized activities of law enforcement agencies; or (2) a court order specifically
authorizing the use of caller ID manipulation.
Even though the law has been strengthened in an attempt to deter this type of crime,
caller ID spoofing technology provides countless ways for motivated abusers to stalk
and terrorize their victims, regardless of the consequences. The same type of
technology also allows abusers to send fake or anonymous text messages and emails.
To learn more about caller ID spoofing and other uses of technology to stalk, as well as how to help victims, visit the
Stalking Resource Center or the National Online Resource Center on Violence Against Women.

CCADV’s Wendy Mota Kasongo Travels to Brazil
From Wendy - Overwhelmed by all the genuine warmth, passion and
hospitality I’ve encountered in Brazil, I sit quietly every evening to jot down
and review some notes. Although it has only been a few days, the Brazilian
Professional Exchange Program has already surpassed my expectations.
I barely have had time to catch my breath! We began our day Monday attending a meeting organized by the Women’s Council, at the state palace in
Sao Paulo. Monday afternoon we visited the US Embassy and learned a little about women in politics in Brazil. By Wednesday, all 14 US participants
left Sao Paulo to travel throughout the country to their respective cities to
shadow and fellowship with various NGOs and organizations. I am excited
to learn and when possible contribute throughout the visit. I look forward to
a more enlightened, diverse and empathetic me.
Wendy traveled to Brazil as part of the Brazilian Professional Exchange
Program facilitated by the Institute for Training & Development (ITD). We’ll
hear more about her visit in the Spring Newsletter.
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CCADV Member Programs
Center for Domestic Violence Services
at BHcare
Ansonia		
New Haven
(203) 736-9944 (203) 789-8104
www.bhcare.org
Women’s Center of Greater Danbury
Danbury
(203) 731-5206
www.wcogd.org
Network Against Domestic Abuse
Enfield
(860) 763-4542
www.networkagainstdomesticabuse.org
Interval House
Hartford
(860) 527-0550
www.intervalhousect.org
New Horizons
Middletown
(860) 347-3044
www.chc1.com
Safe Futures
New London
(860) 701-6000
www.safefuturesct.org
Women’s Support Services
Sharon
(860) 364-1900
www.wssdv.org

The Center for Women & Families
Bridgeport
(203) 384-9559
www.cwfefc.org
Dometic Violence Program/
United Services, Inc.
Dayville		
Willimantic
(860) 774-8648 (860) 456-9476
www.unitedservicesct.org
Domestic Abuse Service/
Greenwich YWCA
Greenwich
(203) 622-0003
www.ywcagreenwich.org
Meriden-Wallingford Chrysalis
Meriden
(203) 238-1501
www.mwchrysalis.org
Prudence Crandall Center
New Britain
(860) 225-6357
www.prudencecrandall.org
Domestic Violence Crisis Center
Norwalk
Stamford
(203) 852-1980 (203) 588-9096
www.dvccct.org
Susan B. Anthony Project
Torrington
(860) 482-7133
www.sbaproject.org

Safe Haven
Waterbury
(203) 575-0036
www.safehavengw.org

912 Silas Deane Highway, Lower Level
Wethersfield, CT 06109
860.282.7899
www.ctcadv.org

Statewide Hotline - 888.774.2900
Call to be connected with your local domestic violence service agency.

