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A Message from our CEO, Meghan Scanlon
Dear Friends,
Nearing five months into my role, I continue to learn from all of you and I am energized by your passion,
ideas, and commitment to helping victims and their families. I have no doubt that together we will be
able to continue to strengthen the services across the state and create collaborations that will help
survivors and their families thrive.
Thank you to everyone who showed their support in so many ways during Domestic Violence
Awareness Month! From your donations we were able to help our 18 sites provide critical needs to
survivors and their families. Without your commitment to this movement, we would not be able to
provide the assistance needed to help families transition to safer circumstances. Thank you, thank you,
thank you!
As we move into the holiday season and embark on a new year, know that there will be opportunities
and challenges ahead of us. Together, I have no doubt that we will rise to the occasion and grow
because the needs of survivors and their children deserve it.
It is an honor and privilege to do this work with all of you. Have a safe and healthy holiday season. See
you in the New Year!

GivingTuesday is #GiveForDV!

GivingTuesday is a global day of giving, and it’s a great opportunity to make a difference where
you live. I hope you will join CCADV on November 30th for this annual day of community,
connection, and giving back.
This year, we’re joining domestic violence coalitions and programs across the country for
#GiveForDV, a campaign that calls on individuals like you to step up and give back to support
survivors of domestic and sexual violence and the programs that help them find safety.
#Every1KnowsSome1 who has suffered abuse; 1 in 4 women and 1 in 7 men experience
severe physical violence in their lifetimes, but abuse is so much more than physical — it’s
psychological, emotional, verbal and financial, too — help us build a safer Connecticut by
participating in GiveForDV on GivingTuesday.
As we all continue to grapple with the impact of the pandemic, CCADV is grateful for Safe
Connect and the more than 400 advocates across our 18 member organizations who have
stepped forward in remarkable ways to meet the increasingly complex needs of survivors and
ongoing requests for services. We continue to see increases in the number of survivors seeking
services, including shelter and rental assistance. We are bracing for a significant increase in
services for children experiencing domestic violence, most of whom were isolated at home for
more than a year with no other outlet or safe place to go during the day. Survivor needs remain
ever-present and CCADV needs your support to ensure that every adult and child in need of
services can access them. Collectively, we can make a difference in the lives of survivors and
their children
Here some ways you can get ready before November 30th:
1 - Set a calendar reminder. Be sure to add the link to CCADV's donation page!
2 - Give. On November 30th, go to CCADV's donation page to contribute. If you’d rather not
wait for the big day, you can also give early. Here are some ways that your support helps:
$50 pays for a train or bus ticket for a survivor who needs to relocate.
$150 pays for a night in a hotel for a survivor and her/his children.
$250 helps support public awareness campaigns about the availability of Safe Connect /
24 hour domestic violence hotline.
$500 pays for a nationally recognized expert to contribute to community education on
working with children experiencing domestic violence in their home

3 - Spread the word. Follow CCADV on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram. Encourage your
friends and family to join you in making a real impact on November 30th. #Every1KnowsSome1
victimized by domestic and sexual violence, so please share what our mission means to you
and why you support us!
We’re excited to have you join our community!

CCADV DVAM Staff Challenge Raises Donations for
Member Organizations
This October, as part of Domestic Violence Awareness
Month (DVAM), CCADV staff teamed up with our 18
member organizations to help generate donations of
goods and resources. Each member organization let
their CCADV team know what types of goods their
program was in need of and then CCADV staff went to
work seeking donations from family, friends and local
businesses. Don't call it a competition, just a friendly
staff challenge and team-building experience, although
a few of us may have shown our competitive natures!
Here's a quick snapshot of a few teams' successes…
Team Safe Futures raised $1,150 to go towards enhancing their children's space.
Team Susan B Anthony Project got boxes of kitchen and bathroom essentials for survivors
moving from shelter into a new apartment.
Team Safe Haven generated a SUV-filling amount of personal care items plus $300 in gift cards.
Team YWCA Greenwich Domestic Abuse Services donated nearly $3,000 in gift cards to local
mattress stores, again to assist survivors moving into new apartments.
Team Chrysalis donated $500 towards a new children's playscape and outdoor toys.
Team The Center for Family Justice collected diapers, wipes, non-perishable food & prenatal/post-partum necessities for moms.
At the end of the month, member staff joined CCADV staff in Glastonbury to pick up their donations and
enjoy some delicious cupcakes. We were also joined by 100 Women Who Can – Farmington Valley
who presented CCADV with a donation of more than $13,000 to help us provide assistance to victims
across the state. 100 Women Who Can – Farmington Valley is a group of women committed to
community service and to having a positive impact on the lives of those in Hartford County by
combining their resources to make large-scale grants to programs and communities in need. Thank you
100 Women and all of those who contributed to CCADV's DVAM staff challenge. Congrats to CCADV's
amazing staff for coming together and supporting our members!

Member Spotlight - YWCA Greenwich Domestic Abuse
Services

As all CCADV member organizations do, YWCA
Greenwich Domestic Abuse Services (DAS)
acknowledges October as Domestic Violence
Awareness and Prevention Month. Each year, we
host signature events such as a proclamation
with our First Selectman, Walk the Walk
Fundraiser and domestic violence focused art
show on display in our gallery all month long. We
also facilitate new initiatives each year to infuse
fresh energy into our community awareness. This
year we invited the community to participate in
the In Their Shoes experiential learning activity where participants immerse themselves within
the world of a victim - forced to make the same grueling choices and face simulated dangers
and the emotional distress so many survivors experience. Our team got really creative by
including props, materials and role plays to create various environments and institutions.
Our favorite October event, however, is our annual candlelight vigil. This year’s vigil was
especially meaningful as it was the first time we’ve all been back to together since the
pandemic. Mindful of social distancing, we set up on the front lawn of the YWCA where we
strung bistro lights in trees, placed illuminaries along the walkways and lit dozens of candles to
create an intimate and inspiring environment. In addition to our keynote remarks from one of our
amazing clients, we had a gorgeous choral presentation by members of the Christ Church
Singers and memorialized those in CT who have lost their lives to domestic violence over the

last year.
Another important aspect of our annual vigil is when we honor a local community who has
shown an outstanding commitment to the issue of domestic violence by presenting the DAS
Purple Ribbon Award. This year’s Purple Ribbon Award recipient was Leslie Cenci.
We first got acquainted with Leslie when members of our Community Education team kept
bumping into her at various health fairs and wellness events around Greenwich. Leslie was a
nurse at Greenwich Hospital for more than 30 years and, in addition to treatment, she has
always been enthusiastic about education and prevention, both of which have also always been
one of our priorities. When she retired, Leslie completed our Certification Training and began
volunteering on our hotline. Leslie has such a natural and supportive way of engaging with
victims and survivors, and soon she came on board as after-hours hotline staff now responding
to LAP calls, shelter intakes and other complex crisis calls.
With her medical background, Leslie took a particular interest in the act of strangulation in the
context of intimate partner violence. On her own, Leslie participated in several advanced
trainings on Strangulation in Domestic Violence and has since made sure that clients do not
minimize this kind of violence and instead seek medical attention, even if they’re feeling fine.
Leslie has also worked with our staff to create new screening and educational materials on
strangulation that we now use consistently with our clients.
From helping our clients brainstorm ways to keep themselves
and their children safe, assisting families with getting settled
in to shelter in the dead of night, to being the voice of
encouragement for the person on the other end of the line
who feels they have exhausted their options, Leslie has
heard and done it all with grace, kindness, and always a
reminder to each caller of how strong, capable and worthy
they are. Congrats Leslie!

CCADV Trains Community Stakeholders on New Laws
CCADV staff has been working diligently through the summer and fall to train professionals
across the state on changes to state law made during the 2021 Session of the CT General
Assembly. Any time legislation amends state laws and policies, it is crucial that stakeholders
working in those areas are provided with the tools and knowledge to appropriately effect such
changes. Shortly after Public Act 21-78 went into effect, CCADV began training on the newly
amended definition of domestic violence, including coercive control that will now apply to family
matters in Connecticut courts.
While victims and survivors have always experienced coercive control, this legislation provides
Connecticut’s first opportunity to provide court-ordered relief from these behaviors through the
family violence restraining order, while also more formally addressing coercive control as part of
the divorce and custody process. Public Act 21-78 also established a legal representation
program for low-income survivors when applying for a restraining order, which is currently being
developed by the CT Bar Foundation. Other statutory changes include the ability of survivors to
request that their landlord change their locks when they have a valid court-order of protection
and the categorization of violations of restraining and protective orders as family violence
crimes when they were issued in a family violence case.
To date, CCADV has facilitated 12 trainings and legal updates for over 350 practitioners
including domestic violence advocates, law enforcement, Judicial Branch family services and
probation officers, intimate partner violence specialists at the Department of Children and
Families and health professionals. We are in the process of scheduling training for campus
personnel, community-based organizations, guardians ad litem, NASW CT chapter, and private
attorneys practicing family law. Anyone seeking training can contact CCADV’s Director of
Training & Prevention, Linda Blozie, at training@ctcadv.org.

CCADV Receives Grant from NBC CT

This past summer, NBC Connecticut's internal
Women's Network employee resource group
reached out to CCADV to let us know that they
would like to partner with and invest in CCADV's
work, particularly with Domestic Violence
Awareness Month just around the corner. The
NBC CT Team worked company-wide to
generate donations for CCADV's 18 member
organizations – collecting goods and gift cards
that are so critical for survivors while in shelter
and when moving into new living spaces. The
Women's Network held an employee information
session with CCADV's President & CEO, Meghan Scanlon, discussing the basics of domestic
violence, how workplaces can create supportive policies, and where victims can get help. A
survivor who has been served by our member, Safe Haven, also shared an inspirational story
about how impactful our member organization services can be. Finally, CCADV was selected as
the recipient of $4,500 Community Impact Fund Grant from Comcast NBCUniversal.
Thank you so much to NBC Connecticut and its Women's Network for supporting our work and
leading efforts to raise about domestic violence!

Meet CCADV's Newest Staff Members
Please meet CCADV's newest staff members! As you know, we continue to work to strengthen
our team of talented bilingual, multi-cultural Safe Connect advocates who can provide 24/7
trauma-informed, victim-centered advocacy. We're also excited to have a new staff member join
our prevention team. Learn a little about Mayra, Brianna & Miguel below…

Mayra Esquilin
Coordinator

-

Safe

Connect

Advocacy

I was blessed to born into a long line of community activists. I
was that kid that attended protest rallies with my mother and
godmother as they advocated for the rights of Puerto Ricans
and the poor in Hartford. My own life experiences have not
been easy, so I can only imagine how much more difficult it is
for others who don't know where to turn to for help. Over my 30year career I've seen the devastating effects of domestic
violence in our communities. While watching the news during
the pandemic, I learned that incidents of domestic violence
were increasing significantly across the country and that
systems were overwhelmed and challenged on how to keep
everyone safe during a pandemic. And then DV/IPV hit me right at home (my daughter and
infant grandson became victims). When I saw the position posting for SafeConnect Advocacy
Coordinator, I knew that helping to end domestic violence was what I needed to do next. When
not working, spending quality time with my family and friends is very important to me - I love

making memories. When I'm not visiting with the ones I love, I'm visiting with mother nature,
chasing waterfalls around the state.

Brianna Lopez - Safe Connect Advocacy
Coordinator
I hold a MSW from the University of Connecticut (UConn)
School of Social Work and a BSW from Eastern Connecticut
State University with focus areas of study including social work
administration and international social work. Prior to working for
CCADV, I have been committed to serving the needs of
children, families and refugees. My most memorable
experience was traveling to Yerevan, Armenia and interviewing
Syrian refugees of Armenia descent to better understand the
impact being a refugee has had on their lives and the role
social workers could play in helping them achieve security in the new country. I joined CCADV
because I would like to provide a sense of hope and support to victims/survivors of domestic
violence. When not at CCADV, you can find me traveling, hiking, trying out new food, and
creating art.

Miguel Rios - TeamUp Coordinator
I have 8 years of experience in the human services field. I have worked with many different
populations and enjoy being able to help build healthy and respectful relationships. I have
worked in schools and with DCF in multiple roles, learning a lot during my tenure in the human
services field. What brings me to CCADV is the ability to share all of my experiences with youth
and raise awareness on certain situations that happen in regular day-to-day life. In my spare
time I enjoy playing basketball - it’s a place where I clear my head and just be free. I also enjoy
being a dad, teaching my son and just having a blast with him.

Save the Date! First 100 Plus Annual Awards &
Breakfast Ceremony - Rescheduled to 4.8.22

As you know, we decided to postpone our annual fall event to later this coming spring so that

we can all hopefully gather safely in person. So please be sure to Save the Date and help us
celebrate our 11th annual breakfast and awards ceremony on Friday, April 8, 2022.
We're excited to see everyone and to induct another class of First 100 Plus. We'll be
announcing this year's Class of First 100 Plus, along with our Coalition Crusader and Shirley &
Lawrence Bostrom Pillars of Change award recipients early in the New Year. Stay tuned!
Thank you to this year's Presenting Sponsors!

CCADV's Clinical Director of Safe Connect, Kai Belton,
Appointed to state's Psychiatric Security Review
Board
We are excited to share that our very own Clinical Director of
Safe Connect, Kai Belton, has been named to the state’s
Psychiatric Security Review Board (PSRB). The PSRB
seeks to protect the safety of residents by ordering
treatment, confinement or conditional release of persons
acquitted of a crime by reason of mental disease or defect.
Once acquitted, the PSRB reviews the status of acquittees
through an administrative hearing process and orders the
level of supervision and treatment for the acquittee
necessary to protect the public.
Kai was appointed to fill the Board seat reserved for
someone with victim advocacy experience. As a social
worker who has had many years of experience in the mental health and victim advocacy fields,
Kai is looking forward to bringing a trauma-informed, resiliency-focused perspective to the
Board. Her culturally responsive equity lens will be an asset, as well as her comprehensive
advocacy experience creating safer communities.
Said Kai, “The appointment as a victim advocate on the Psychiatric Security Review Board is an
honor. The Board has an urgent responsibility to keep the public safe and I am ready for that
charge. I am excited to learn from this group of experienced professionals as this work requires
extensive knowledge and experience in multiple areas to ensure the safety of the public. I am
looking forward to being a voice for all victims in our state and to doing my part to make our
state safer.”
Congratulations, Kai!

CCADV, Members Hold Congressional Roundtables
Throughout the fall, CCADV and our member
organizations have been holding roundtables with
members of Connecticut's federal delegation to
discuss critical policies currently being considered
by Congress. To date we have met with U.S.
Senator Chris Murphy, Congresswoman Jahana
Hayes and Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro.
Members discussed key investments proposed as
part of the President's proposed budget and the
reauthorization efforts for both the Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA) and the Family
Violence Prevention & Services Act (FVPSA).
Members discussed the challenges and opportunities facing their programs and the survivors
they serve. The complexity of victim needs as a result of the pandemic continues to challenge
available capacity and resources, as does the ongoing cost of hoteling survivors to maintain
adequate distancing in shelters. There is a substantial need for more funding to be directed to
prevention and education activities, as well as supports for children experiencing domestic
violence in their homes. Access to affordable housing, as well as flexible cash assistance,
remain top priorities for survivors and their children seeking to achieve safety and stability.
Several survivors spoke at the roundtables,
highlighting for policymakers the realities of surviving
domestic violence and the benefits of working with
their local domestic violence organization. One
survivor spoke about the work Safe Haven staff did to
help him secure his Green Card and renew his
driver's license, as well as the critical support the
Child & Family Advocate gave to his son. He was so
moved by the support he received, he began to
volunteer his time as a handyman and cook and has
since been hired! Another survivor spoke about the
challenges facing military spouses and the lack of support for both the service member to
address his or her behavior and for the spouse being victimized.
Senator Murphy and Congresswomen Hayes and DeLauro remain committed to championing
key policies that support survivors and their children. We thank them for their ongoing
leadership and look forward to continuing to work with them to strengthen support for survivors.

CCADV Awarded New Grant
CCADV is excited to announce that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office
on Women’s Health has awarded CCADV the “State, Local, Territorial, and Tribal Partnership
Programs to Reduce Maternal Deaths Due to Violence” grant. This is a five-year grant that will
seek to reduce deaths among pregnant and post-partum women due to violence.
This program will focus on utilizing the input and findings from the CT Department of Public
Health’s Maternal Mortality Review which recently published a report on all of Connecticut’s
pregnancy-associated deaths for 2015-2017. The report found that one quarter of persons
whose deaths were pregnancy-associated experienced intimate partner violence (IPV) at some
point in their lives and IPV contributed to the death in 3 cases. This report highlights the strong
need for standardized IPV screening, education, and protocols across the state to better
connect all pregnant and postpartum patients to IPV resources.
The Director of Health Professional Outreach and the Director of Training and Prevention at
CCADV will lead this program with the support of CCADV’s 18 member organizations, Women’s
Health Connecticut, the Community Health Center Association of Connecticut, DPH, the Injury
Prevention Center, health professionals, and law enforcement.
Pregnancy offers a unique time to educate and offer supports around IPV. CCADV will work to
ensure that health professionals and community providers are working to provide supports and
education on IPV resources to all pregnant patients. We look forward to this project and please
stay tuned for upcoming announcements around this exciting new grant.
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